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veral ſteps from the ground floor, the ſides whereof were parallel 
to thoſe of the Chapel, an the top of which was laid an oblong 
tomb, whoſe ends were grnamented with ſimilar pontifical eſcutche.- 3 
ons and armorial bearings, to thoſe already deſcribed ;. and on each | 
fide a white ſatin tablet, containing an mſcription in Latin; f, 
which the following is a tranſfationz © LL! 
To the Sovereign Pontiff, Pius the Sixth, who, from the "7 
atred of his enemics to the Chriſtian Religion, was led captive into A 
On the tomb was laid a velvet cuſhion, ſuperbly embroidered 
with gold, ſupparting a ſplendid model of the Tiara, or Papal 
Triple Crown, covered by a canopy elevated about twenty feet, 
and forming an obtuſe angle at the top, on which were placed nine 
ſuperb plumes of Oftrich feathers, riſing in a pyramidical order, from 
the lower to the uppermoſt part of the roof. 3 
Ihe canopy was ſupported by four columns, with ftripes of blacx 
dend white, twining alternately ig a ſerpentine manger around their 


. 
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muaſts, and connected at top by feſtoons of black drapery, the ſteps 
at their baſes being brilliantly illuminated by torches of white wax, 
in maſfy chandeliers, intermixed with large plumes of white Oſtrich 
feathers. Mn Cs Es 7 33 
VV ASSEMBEAGE. ' 
The Sanctuary was reſerved for the excluſive accommodation of 
the officiating [Biſhops and Clergy. — Monſignore Erftine, the de- 
ceaſed Pontiff*s Auditor, (under whoſe directions the plan and cere- 
. monies attending the ſolemn office were conducted) and ſeveral of 
the exiled Gallican Prelates; among whom were the Archbiſhop of 
Narbonne, and the Biſhop of St. Paul de Leon.-—The Tribune, | 
on the goſpel· ſide of the Sanctuary, was appropriated to the accom- 
modation of the Foreign Ambaſſadors, and other perſonages of diſ- 
tinction, with whom it was compleatly filled; as were alſo the gal- 
leries, by a numerous concourfe of decent people of both ſexes, ind | 
| of ſeveral religious deſcriptions ; and as much of the gronnd-floor as 
Was not occupied by the Mauſoleum or Tomb, was filled by peo- 
ple of an inferior order, who behaved with remarkable piety and 
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Or office for the repoſe of the ſoul of the deceaſed Pontiff, com- 


menced in the Choir, ſhortly after ten. Tt was ſolemn, grand, and 
impreſſive.” The ſounds, alternately, variegated between the plain- 
tive and ſublime ; diffuſed tender emotions of melancholy around, 
- and excited, in the breaſts of the audience, fentiments of the moſt 
= — unteigned piety and devotion, mingling the deepeſt ſympathy in the 
1 ſufferings of ſo exalted and venerable a character, with the utmoſt de- 
© teltation of the malice of his perſecutors, who had refuſed, to his 
Ade remains, the accuſtomed rites of ſepulture. The Choir was 
-  apmerous and compleat ; it conſiſted of about an hundred voices, 


+ >Weluding thoſe of the firſt eminence in the ſeience of facred muſic. 
It is therefore unneceſſary to add, that the mufic at High Maſs, 


— 


OM c. as well as at the Dirge, was admirably executed. _ 
HIGH MASS AND FUNERAL, SERVICE. 


The Dirge being finiſhed at about twelve o'clock, the Right 
Rev. Doctor Douglaſs, Biſhop of Centuria, and Yicar Apoſtolic of 
the London diſtriẽt, preceded by his aſſiſtant prieſt, deacon, ſub- 
"deacon, maſter of ceremonies, mitre-bearer, book-bearer, and 
3 twelve acolythiſts, bearing twelve large white wax lighted flambeaus, 
6 - advanced in a folemn flow proceſſion, from the Sacrifty to the Sanc- 
E. _tuary, where, having made their accuſtomed reverences at the lower 
ſmttep leading to the Altar, High Maſs commenced ; which, being 
=_ _ gone through with much folemnity, accompanied with ſacred muſic, 
Four biſhops retired into the Sacriſty, viz: the Biſhops of Monipelier, 
” Rhodes, Lombez and Waterford ; and, within a few minutes, hav- 
 - . Ing cloathed themſelves in copes and mitres, returned from thence 
n ſolemn proceſſion to the Sanctuary, each having a prieſt and an 
acolythiſt with a wax flambeau to attend him, where having alter- 
nately, according to their ſeniority, firſt devoutly ſaluted the Al- 
tar, and then the Right Rev. Dr. Douglaſs, they placed them- 
© ſelves in the ſeats prepared for them on the goſpel-fide of the Sanc- 
tuary; when the Clergyman, appointed to deliver the Oration, 
without being habited in ſurplice, alb, or ftole, as is the cuſtom, | 
_ _ " aſcended the pulpit in a plain mourning caſſock. The*Oration be- 
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ing ended, the aſſiſtant biſhops, above-mentioned, according to their 
| ſeniority, each, alternately, with his attendant prieſt and acolythiſt, 
Ws went in proceffion around the Mau ſoleum or Tomb, performing 
E thoſe ceremonies with holy water and incenſe, (as are preſcribed in 
tue ritual or ceremonial) the former being a type of the inward pu- 
WT rity of the ſoul, the latter an emblem of the fervency of Chriſtian 
W picty, accompanied with ſolemn prayers, and facred muſic: After 

wich all the epifcopal dignitaries ſtood up, whilſt the Right Re 
Dr. Douglaſs, the officiating biſhop, performed fimilar devotions z 
and cloſed the ſolemn and religious ceremonies of the day, at four 
= » chk inthe afterns don 8 
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you haſt lifted me up, and caſt me down. My days are like a ſhadow that 
cdäclineth, and I am withered like graſs; but thou, O Lord, ſhalt endure 
bor ever. is SEED. © PSALM Cit, ver. 10 11, 12. 


4 EST O my God! Yow lift up and yon tafl daun; you humble 4 
ond you exalt the ſoris of men. You cut off the breath of princes, and _ 2 
are terrible to the kings of the earth. It is then we know your power, [ 
WE when, by the ſtroke of death, we feel what we are, that our life is 
but a ſhadow that declineth, a vapour diſperſed by the beams of the 
rifing ſan; or as the graſs which loſes at noon the verdure it had ac- 
= quired from the morning dee 7 1 3 a ee A 
lt is a truth of which we are made ſenſible upon this mournful 

occaſion, and in this ſacred temple, where the trophies of death are 


| diſplayed, and its image reflected on every fide. | 
The mournſul accents of the ſolemn dirge, the ſable drapery that 
lines theſe walls, the veſtments of the miniſters of the ſacred altar, 
this artificial darkneſs which is a figure of the darkneſs of the grave. 
The tapers that blaze around the ſanctuary to put us in mind that 
| when our mortal life is extinct, there is an immortal life beyond the 
grave, in a kingdom of light and bliſs reſerved for thoſe Who walk 
on earth by the light of the goſpel. That tomb, in which the tiara 
and the fceptre, the pontifical dignity, and the power of the tem- 
poral prince, are covered over with a funeral ſhroud, Every object 
that ſtrikes the eye, and every ſound that vibrates on the ear, is an 
awful memento which reminds us of our approaching diſſolution, f 
points out the vanity and nothingneſs of all earthly grandeurs, and 
convinces us that in holineſs of life, which unites us to God, and 
lecures an immortal crown in the enjoyment of the ſovereign good, 
conſiſts the greatneſs, as well as the happineſs of man. An awful 
truth often exemplified in many great characters, hurled from the 
ſummit of power and grandeur into an abyſs of woe; whoſe un- 
ſhaken virtue ſupported them under the ſevereſt trials, and whoſe 
greatneſs of foul ſhone conſpicuous in their fall, as well as in their 
elevation. A. truth particularly exemplified in his Holineſs Pope 
Pius the Sixth, whoſe obſequies we are aſſembled to ſolemnize on 
this day. Pius the Sixth, great in proſperity; Pius the Sixth, 
great in adverſity; ſubject of this funeral Or ation. 
Of all the Pontiffs who have filled Saint Peter's chair, in a ſuſ- 
veſſion of. almoſt eighteen hundred years, few had more difhculties 
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5 | 
to contend with than Pius the Sixth; nor do the annals of the bh 
record events more memorable, or revolutions more extraordinary in 
the minds of men, or in the fate of nations, than thoſe connected 
with his pontificate, during which he diſplayed an heroit firmneſs; 
ſurmounting the greateſt obſtacles, and a wiſdom that could accom- 
modate itſelf tö a variety of conjunctures, without deviating from 
the path of virtue; and reconcile the maxims 6f the goſpel, to the 
engagements and duties of ſovereignty. For it is the error of falſe 
palicy and impiety to imagine that religion; which ennobles and 
_ dignifies the ſoul, can deprive thee ſocial. vittues of their energy; or 
that a Chriſtian, ſuppotted by his confidence in God, and animated 
with the hope of immortality, can be leſs zealous for the public 
goods or lels capable of promoting it, than a gloomy infidel, who, 
by the very Iyſtem that deſtroys all füture expectations beyond the 
verge of this mortal life, mult ſactifice duty to intereſt, and aſpire 
to ns other ha; pinels than the gratification of the paſſions that de- 
grade him, Eur of impicty, And imagining ptobity and ſound 
Policy, virtue and wiſdom; irreconcileable ! An error confuted by 
_ the conduct of Pius the Sixthz whoz united; in his perſon, the 
Virtues that atforn the fanctuary, with the wiſdom that reflects 


tre on the throne : who could fay with Solomon, I loved wiſ- 


dents and ſought her from my youth 3 and in whom ſolid piety, which 


in others is the tardy fruit of time, did not wait for the maturity 
"of riper years., He learned to conſecrate his heart to God, before 
N was ſuſceptible of any profane impreſſion; and the, very amuſe- 
ments of his childhood were ſo many eſſays and trials of virtue, 


' ' 


Which never deſerted hith from his early youth to his grave. His 


prayer was that of the wiſe man, Give me wiſdom that ſittetb by thy 


throne, and rejef nit not from among thy children. Wiſdom, ch. ix. 


To the ſtudy of literature, accompanied by the practice of reli- 


© gion, without which Saint Paul calls all the wiſdom of the world 

Folly, John Angelo Braſchi, afterwards Prvs VI. born of a noble 
85 family at Ceſena, in Italy, applied himſelf from his moſt tender 
youth, Gifted with an extenſive genius, penetrating; ſublime; 
the ſciences ſeemed to preſent and court him. Having exhauſted 
© the learned treaſures of ancient Greece and Rome, his accompliſh- 
ments ſoon recommended _ to the greateſt men in the capital of 

the Chriſtian world, and afterwards to Pope Benedict the Four- 

| teenth, under whoſe diftation he publiſhed thoſe works which aſs 
' toniſhed the learned world; and immortalized their author. Near 
the perſon of this illuſtrious Pontiff; as another Paul at the feet of 
the Gamaliel, he imbibed thoſe luminous principles which qualified 
him when raiſed to the pontifical throne, to write to Emperors and 
Kings with the dignity of Saint Gregory the Great, and to the 
illuſtrious prelates of the Gallican Church, their perſecuted clerg$# 
und captive Monarch, with all the pathos and energy of Saint Cy- 
prian, writing to the primitive martyrs. His claſſical knowledge 
Was ſuch; that after the many revolutions to which the Latin lan- 
guage has been expoſed, if Cicero re- appeared, he would have 
been ſurprized to find in Braſchi, his favourite Atticus. And as 
to his eloquence, the deiſtical French writer, who has publiſhed his 
like with an intention to injure his mewory, is forced to acknow- 

ledge its imperious charms, whenever he preached to his own flock 

t Rome, or in other places, whether his zeal called him, befor 
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krowned heads. To him Gould be Applied what was Taid of the 


Eloqueiice of a Greek orator, and afterwards of Saint , Ambroſe, 
yhat on bis lips the Attic bees had diſiſed all their honey. In his life, 
his hearers had a model of the virtues he enfotced. Doubly hap- 


PY in commanding their attention by his powers, and gaining their 


Braſchi's tranſcendant merit, after having filled ſome of the moft 
important employments at Rome, with the addreſs of a ſtateſman; 
and the probity of a Chriſtian; who mult give an account of his 


| ſtewardſhip; could not remain unobſerved, or unrewarded by fuck 


a diſcerming Pontiff as Clement the Fourteenth, who raiſed him 
to the Roman purple. And Europe was unanimous in preaching 


bis panegyric, when it acknowledged that he was the fitteſt perſon 
nell, whoſe virtues and talents were to ſhine in 


to ſucceed Ganga! t 
bim with redoubled luſtre. „ „ 

Thus by a conſtant, uniform; and enlightened virtue; he attain- | 
ed to the ſummit df worldly honours, the more worthy of them, 


as they were, the unſslicited reward of that merit which is courted _ 


and purſued by the honour from which it flies: Sequitur fugientem: 


Being now placed in the two moſt conſpieuous ſituations in life, a 


Pontiff and temporal Prince; he confiders himſelf; as Saint Paul 


conſiders Princes, both ectleſiaftical and civil; the miniſters bf God; 


for the good of the people; He is the miniſter of God to thee for 
* Good. Romans, c. XIII. n 5 


In both qualities, t6 promote the ſpiritual and temporal happi- 


neſs of his fubjects, is the conſtant object of his cate. He enlarges 


the ſphere of knowledge, by the eſtabliſhment of new academies 


and ſeminaries. Of his love and encouragement of the arts, the 


| Muſzum Pio Elementitium, Was one af the mbſt noble monuments 
this or any other age could boaſt; PT ot | 
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To this great repoſitory, the moſt precious remains of antiquity 


that the earth had concealed for ages from the artiſt's eye or had 
_ eſcaped the waſte of war or the wreck of time, paid their tribute, 
and opened a new and immenſe range for {kill and improvement; And 
if the languages of all the civilized nations were loſt elſewhere, in 


Rome they .could have been found ; for there young people fromall 


parts of the globe, from the Ang to the ſetting ſun; were inſtruct- 
ed, who carried the truths of religion, and the improvements of 


civilization, to the moſt diſtant regions. Fw 
In Rome alone the late * of Sweden, whoſe untimely death 
Pope Pius the Sixth had reaſon to deplore, received a tribute f 


_ praiſe which no other city on earth could have paid him, when his 
. own encomium was preſented to him in forty-fix different languages. 
Ages will lament the fatal day, when the modern Hunns and Van- 


dals drained the fountain which watered the moſt diſtarit and barren 


climes, with ſuch ſalutary and fertilizing ſtreams, when they placed 


the abomination ef deſolation in the holy places, left nothing but the 
traces of gothic barbarity in the groves and temples of the Muſes*, 


| and ſtripped Rome, which, under the potificate of Pius the Sixth, 


be favage rapacity of the French Republicans was ſuch, that after plun- 

dering the churches and palaces, they rooted up the rare plants and ſhrubs in 
the gardens of the princes and nobles, and fold them at the public market for 
= What they could bring. Sec Duppas' acccount of the conduct of the French 
dt Rome, 8 i | „F 


Vas the ark in which the alliances of ages were depoſited, of thoſe 
monuments of art, which, wherever their ſcattered remains may be 
. hereafter found, will remind the hiſtorian of the glory of his reign, 


and of the plunders and profanations of the rovitig hordes of his ſt 
barbarous perſecutors. VVT = 

| But it was not by the enconragement of the arts and ſciences cl 
- alone that Pius the Sixth ſignalized his pontificate. Nothing that a Pe 
temporal prince could have done to promote the proſperity. of his mY 
ſudjects in its various branches, was omitted. Under his foſtering 2 

hand the arts and manufactures raiſed their droopin g heads. Com- ad 

meree was extended; coaſts, infeſted by pirates, were protected 0 

| - harbours fortified ; roads cut. through marſhes and deſarts before im- mg 

> 7 paſlable; communications formed between A iſtant places; new aſy- TO 


_. —  ;Jums opened to helpleſs indigence, by. the foundation of new alms- 
| houſes and hoſpitals ; plenty reigned in thoſe places, which before Pr 
lad been ſcenes of famine. There was no calamity in his ſtates to 
which he did not adwiniſter relief when it came to his knowledge. NP! 
Nor was there a calamity unknown to him, but ſuch as chided the | 
.enquiries of the moſt attentive vigilance. 
But what alone would fuffice to illuſtrate his pontificate, and tranſ- h 
mit his name to future ages in characters of immortality, more than p 
Ii be had raiſed the pyramids of Egypt, becauſe the undertaking 
was more arduous, and the ſucceſs of more extenſive benefit to man- Y 
Kind, was, the draining of the Pontine marſhes. Theſe. marſhes, | 
formed by the overflowing of two rivers, and numberleſs ſtreams run. 85 
ning frem the ſides of the Appenine, covered an extenſive tract of b 
ground, faid to have contained, in anticnt times, twenty-three nb- 
great part of the Appian road, To celebrated by antient hif- 

- Ttonans and modern travellers, lay deep concealed under their ſur- 
- face, from which aroſe thoſe peſtilential vapours, as deſtructive as 
the winged arrows of death to the incautious traveller, who, if he 

_— cloſed his eyes within their teach, inevitably opened them in-eter- 
_ * nity. In the centre of thoſe poiſonous fens, death ſeemed to have 
-, erected: his throne; and the inhabitants of the diſtricts, bordering 
too cloſe upon their limits, had the appearance of lis pale ſatellites, 
from their reſemblance to animated ſpectres. To reſtore ſalubrity 
do the air, and to agriculture its ſpoils, was an undertaking worthy 
+ © of the ſovereigns of Rome, whether in Pagan or Chriſtian times. 
Several attempted it, but their reign was too ſhort to mike any 
confiderable progreſs. It was reſerved for Pius the Sixth, after a 
long interruption ſince the time of Pope Sixtus Quintus, to reſuine 

the work, and perform what ſo many Emperors and Popes had in 
vain attempred. Edifices and ſpires were ſeen riſing from theſe 
places, which for ages were dreary abyfles. The putrid atmoſphere 
was purified; a golden harveſt crowned the fertile fields, reclaimed 
from watry waſtes, inacceſſible to the plough, ſince Vano had 
written on agriculture, or Virgil his Georgics. The Appian road, 

the greateſt monument of Roman grandeur, {awed for the tri- 

. 4 a = 1 3 * . 

umphal marches of the heroes of antient Rome, exhibited its broad 
and indiſtructible pavement to the eyes of the altoniſhed traveller; 
and if Sixtus the Fifth, on aecount of his enterpriſing genius, and 
tbe magnificence of his public works, was called the Second Ku- 
guſtuss of Rome, Pope Pius the Sixth might claim the honcur of 
being his mT. 35 e ah ok 
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The Semiramis“ of the North, who has raiſed ſuch a noble ſuper- 
ſtructure upon the foundation laid by Peter the Great, in tranſplant--' 
ing the arts and ſciences, the choiceſt fruits of the mild and geniak 
climates of Greece and Italy, into the. frozen regions of the remoteſt 
parts of ancient Scythia, tranſmitted to Pius the Sixth the ho- 
nourable tribute of praiſe and admiration. .. LD 
All Europe 'adniired a Pontiff and Prince in the decline of life, 
adequate to ſuch undertakings. Emperors, Kings, and |Princes, - 
flocked: to Rome, to ſee ſomething in Rome greater than Rome 
itſelf. A Pontiff, uniting in- his perſon the experience of age, 
with the vigour of mind, and the enterprizing genius of youth; 
the outward charms of the moſt faſcinating figure, with the im- & 
provements of the "moſt cultivated mind; and the magnanimity- 25 
and magnificence of a temporal Prince, with all the meekneſs and. 
e ß SE POPRTRR > 52g 1 eqn 
What then! piety and meeknefs amidſt the ſplendors of a throne, ' 
and the applauſe of ſurrounding nations! Ves, the eternal Wiſ- 
dom, through whom kings reign, and lawgivers decree what is fuſt, 
has propoſed himſelf to all, without exception, as the pattern of 
meekneſs and humility / learn of me, becauſe I am meek, and humble' 


* 
»w 


of heart. Chriſtian virtue, of which a lowly and humble opinion 


eateſt ornament of the ſovereign power. e 

A king on his knees in his cloſet, is greater than a hanghty mo- 
narch ſeated on his throne. Deeply penetrated with the ſpirit of 
religion, and the preſence of God, he knows that if he has ſub- 
jects, he has alſo a maſter, that the effence of royalty does not is 
much conſiſt in the right of commanding men, as in the duty of 
obexitg God, who ſays, give ear ye that rule the people, and glory is 
the multitude of nations, for power is given vou of the Lord, and faves" 
reignty from the Higheſt, wvho ſhall try your works, and ſearch out your” 
counſels. Wiſdom, ch. vi. v. 2.—and that if he is not a ſaint, a fore 
trial ſhall come upon him, at the awful moment of death, when the 


of ourſelves is the moſt ſolid foundation, is, at the ſame time, the 


7 * 1 „ { 


king ſhall difappear, and nothing ſhall remain but the man, <vhe. 


all flv away as a dream, yea, who ſhall be chaſed away as a viſion 


| of the night. Job. chap. Xx. v. 8. 


Thus Pius the Sixth, amidſt the acclamations of the public, and 
ſurrounded by a blaze of worldly glory, was yet greater, when prof 
trate in prayer at the foot of the altar, the firſt exerciſe wherewithe 
he always conſecrated the occupations of the enſuing day, than when. 
encircled by princes and nobles in his palace of the Vatican. Yes? 
great man! in vain would I praiſe in you worldly honours, and the 
gifts of nature, which rendered you the favourite of men, if I did 
not diſcover amongſt them the gifts of grace, which made you the 
favourite of Heaven. It would be the funeral oration of a Titus 
or a Trajan, but not that of a Chriſtian worthy. Were you even 
one of "thoſe heroes, who, by their valour and wiſdom had con- 
quered kingdoms and empires, in vain would I ſhed tears over your 
urn; in vain would I ſtrew your tomb with flowers; in vain would 
I raiſe a cenotaph to your memory, after having expired in a foreign 
land; Late -fubduing nations, you ydburſelf were a:{lave to ſing 
d n che ſoul of the departed hero were carried in the chains of 
enfed: guilt, before the awful tribunal of Divine juſlice, to be 
Catherine, Empreſs of all the Ruſſias. . 


ſnone conſpicuous in you. 


_ _ the foot of the altar he felt that comfort, which the world, with 


huis prudence ſatisfied all, whilſt his firmnefs yielded to none. What 
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doomed to eternal darkneſs, and endleſs torments. In vain have 
the ſculptors engraved your name upon pillars of marble and bronze, 
amongſt the great and iuftrious = gb days, had not you, by a 
Chriſtian life, rendered yourſelf acceptable to the Sovereign Arbi- WW 
trer of the deſtiny of mortals, who. declares in his ſcriptures, in 
that overcometh, will I make a pillar in the temple of my God; and 1 
ill write upon him my new name, Revelations, ch. iii. v. 12.— Ml 
And placed as I am between the altar and the tomb, in which God, 
after diſtinguiſhing for a ſhort time the mighty of the earth, con- 
founds them in the common duft, and makes them preachers from 
the grave, vanity of wvanitics, and all is. vanity, Eccleſiaſtes paſt, Wl 
except to love God, and to, ſerve him. Placed as I am between 
the altar and the tomb, the one reminding me of my duty, the 
other of my end the one exciting my terror, the other my re- 
morſe, in vain would I attempt to aſcribe imaginary: virtues to the 
dead, or enlarge upon any but real virtues, and ſuch as God has 
promiſed to crown. Great and. illuſtrious Pontiff, theſe virtue: 


— 


Amidſt the cares and embarraſſments, inſeparable from the duties i 
ol ſuch an exalted ſtation, Pius the Sixth, even on the throne, ne- 
ver relaxed in the piety and fervor of his early years. In prayer at 


all its grandeur, can never beſtow, In prayer, at the altar, he ac- 
quired that conſtancy, that heoriſm, which afterwards bore him vp 
againſt the preffure of calamity. A. conſtancy and heroiſm which 
is the excluſive privilege of religion to give, and which enabled] 
him tv riſe ſuperior to the ſmiles, as well as to the frowns of for. 


Wbat ſhall I fay of his firmneſs and wiſdom in thoſe trying and 
_ delicate circumſtances, when powerful monarchs ſolicited, contrary 
ways, and thus would have reduced any other to the diſagreeable 
_ necellity of gratifying ſome, at the riſk of diſpleaſing others. Ye 


mall I ay of his paſtoral zeal which induced him, in the decline of 
life, to undertake thefe painful and dangerous journies into diftant 
countries over the ſnows and precipices of the Alps, for the good 
f his flock ? What ſhall I ſay of that awe and dignity, tempercÞ8 
with ſerenity and ſweetneſs, which procured him ſuch eſteem and 
reſpect from the greateſt: men of a different peaſuaſion, that the 
Lutheran Doctors of Augfburg, have placed in their bbrary, 3 
monument which perpetuates his memory, © 
His very enemies, ſwayed by the imperious force of truth, be: 
teſtimony to his virtues. The French deiſt, who has publiſhed ti 
Memoirs ef his Pontificate, with no cher view than to diminiſh th 
horror which muſt be raiſed in every breaſt ſuſceptible to the lea 
emotion of compaſſion for fallen greatneſs, acknowledges, that be hu 
ever, been averſe to profane pleafurte ; that when he «nas ireaſurer 1 
the Apoſtolical Chamber, he gained the gflcem of the public by the regu! 
rity of his condu# ; that when pron to the Ryman Purple, he neuf 
altered from himſelf, 11. ws 8 sr Jamars DEMENTI ; that all li 
virtues aſcended with him on the Pontifical Throne, and that as P 
His life could not be more exemplary, dividing bis time between bis ri 
\  gious duties, his muſeum, and the great library of the Vatican, with" 
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las of civil ſociety in one law o 


. tn) 
widulsing any relaxation, but his annual excurſions to forward the drains 
ing of the Pontine marſhes*. No higher encomium could be palle 


on a Prince, and Pontiff, than, that as a high prieft appointed for 


men in things pertaining to God, according to St. Paul, Heb. c. 5. v. 1. 
he diſcharged. punctually his duty; that as a paſtor, whoſe lips, ace 
cording to the Prophet; ſhould keep knowledge, Malachi, ch. 11.— 
and whoſe mouth ſbould be the oracle of the law, he explored the mines 
of the ſciences, of which Saint Chryſoſtom ſays, that the deeper 


they are ſearched, the more treafures they yield ; and yet, aſter 


ſuch an amiable character, Pope Pius the Sixth, falls unpitied under 
the hand of the mercileſs biographer who had drawn it. ALE 
Finding his actions proof againſt cenſure, he arraigns his motives, | 
by attributing them to vanity, and thus paſſes ſentence: on what, in 
this life, cannot. be an object of human judgment, that is to ſay, 
he inward intention of another, and involves, in the ſame invidious 


cenſure; all the great men of former times, who have left behind 


them thoſe monuments which have been the admiration of ſucceed- 
ing ages. His firmneſs of ſoul, and that virtue which, like an im- 
moveable rock in the midſt of the ſtormy ocean, the groaning bil- 
lows threaten in vain, could never be ſhaken by the menares of the 
mighty whenever the duties of honour or conſcience were to be 
ſacrificed, he attributes to ob/tinacy.. And what ſhews the laſt effort 
of impotent malignity, the healthfulneſs of a conſtitution, unimpair- 
ed by exceſs, and the calmneſs of his mind, unruffled by paſſion, 
and always kept in an even frame by a perfect command over him- 


ſelf, and an entire reſignation to the diſpenſations of Heaven in the 


moſt trying conjectures, he aſcribes to inſenſibility. The unaffe&ed 5 
amiableneſs of his manners, he attributes, to his want of the know= 
ledge of the world, as if a man, bred up from his early days in one of 
the politeſt cities on earth, and raiſed to the higheſt honours, could 
be a ſtranger to all the accompliſhments which education can beſtow. 
And that probity which could never-ſport with ſacred. principles. 
— That probity which the Pagan world admired ſo much in its Cats 
and Ariſtides, he aſcribes in a Chriſtian Biſhop, and the ſucceſſor 
of an. Apoſtle, to his ignorance of" the policy of courts. But unfortu- 
nately, for the happineſs of mankind, the world, ſince the French 


Revolution, knows but too well the import of the words, &now/edge 


F the world, and the policy of courts, from the pen of a modern phi- 
tofopher. A modern philoſopher's knowledge of the world, is the 
experimental knowledge of its corruption, and the refineme.,t of its 


vices, of Which it is the greateſt happineſs, and moſt defirable edu- 
cation to be ignorant. And as to the policy of courts, it is one of 
the many monſtrous errors of impiety, to conſider true religion as 


inconſiſtent with the glory and proſperity of Rates. For the ſame goſ- 


pel that commands to render unto. God the things that are God's, Mat. 


c. xi. commands to pay tribute to Cæſar for the ſupport of the ſtate: 
Ihe ſame goſpel that forbids of ge and comprehends all the 
laws of civil ſoc eternal love, fh¹ ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as theyſelf 5" for this, ſays Saint Paul, thou ſhalt not commit 


adultery, thou ſhalt not kill, thou ſhalt not fleal, thou ſhalt not bear falſe 
| vnineſs, thou [hall not covet ; and, if there be any other commandment, 
it is briefly comprehended in this {2ying, namely, thou ſhaft love thy 


nei ur as Hoyje Rom. ch, xii, The ſame goſpel that forbids _ 
. * Mcmoires Hiſtoriques et Philoſophiques,” fue e 
E 
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injuſtice, permits ſelf-defence, and declares, that rulers are ihe ms 
niſters of God to their ſubje&s for good, Rom. ch. xiii. conſequently | = 
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A | bound to protect them againſt foreign foes, as well as againſt do- 

i meſtic enemies; and the ſame goſpel which recommends to them WY: 

| the. fihiplicity of the dove in their lives and converſation, recommends MW 

B the prudence of the ſerpent, in guarding . en the wiles of an enemy; 
in ſtrenghtening themſelves by confederacies, which enable the 


weaker to reſiſt the incroichments of a ſtronger power; and in hav- 
- Ing recburſe to all the means of defence ſuggeſted by true wiſdom; 
Rot the leſs enlightened for being conformable to, and directed by 
the will of him who declares, that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; 
that the power of the rurih is in the hand of the Lord, who, in pus 
Tu, will ſet over it one that is Profitable ; and that becauſe of un- 
righteous. dealings, injuries and riches got by deceit, the kingdom is 
_ tranſlated from one people to another. Ecclefiaſticus, chap. x. ' Reg- 
num a gente in gentem trangfertur. | 1 TI 
An policy then that is Toundel on equity and juſtice, is a policy 
which ancient Rome, governed by a Pagan Senate, would not 
hape followed in the moſt virtuous age of her Republic, much leſs | 
Would modern Rome be dericted by its maxims under a Chriſtian WW 
Sovereign. The policy, with the igriorance of which the French | 
deiſts reproach Pius the Sixth, is the policy of their modern ſchool, 
_ Diffimulation and treachery ; promiſes made and broken the ſame 
E Yay; peace concluded and violated in the ſame breath; the moit 
” _ ſacred rights trampled upon whenever force or fraud could prevail. 
P bis was not the policy of a Pagan Regulus, who ſooner than 
. violate the bath he had ſworn to his enemies, returned to meet 
death, which he preferred to fraud or perjury. But it was the po- 
F icy of the French ſpoilers, after the concluſion of a deluſive 
I peace, purchaſed by the ſacrifice of the eccleſiaſtical ſtates, and 
y far the greateſt part of the treaſures of Rome, to march, un- 
der the maſk of the molt pacific intentions, an hoſtile army to ſeize 
the eity itſelf, the remainder of its treaſures, the palace, and the 
-perſon of its ſovereign, whom, in that very temple which Alaric,; 
with his barbarians, had reſpected ages before, they inſulted by 
attempting, but in vain, to force him to diſhonour his venerable 
head with the badge of impiety and rebellion, and to affix his name 
to a proclamation, for the purpoſe of rendering it ſubfervient to 
their rapacity T. Thus, in his very fall and declenſion from emi- 
nence; àmidſt armed barbarians, he preſerved his dignity ; and de- 
fpoiled of his temporal authority and honours, he reſembled the 
ruins of thoſe magnificent and ancient temples, which, though 
ſtripped of their former decorations, will ever command the venera- 
tion of the ſentimental beholder. | | 
Placed in circumſtances; which, according to the very enemy 
who has publiſhed the Memoirs of his Life, required the firmneſs 
and policy of Sixtus the Fifth, combined with the wiſdom of Be- 


The word peace is made uſe of here by way of catachreſis, or abuſively, 
for the ranſom given by inoffenſive perſons, to pirates or highwaymen, on 
condition of granting them their lives or liberty. Pius the Sixth was at war 
with no power. Even a ſhip, belonging to the French, which was taken by 
. _ vne of His gallies, he ordered to be reſtored. Za VV 
I + 'Fhey attempted, in vain, in St. Peter's Church, to force him to wear the 
- &wi=cdlourcd cockade. See Duppa. | : 


/ 
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WM edie the Fourteenth ; all his ſagacity and prudence could not have 
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4 reſiſted ſuperior force, aided by treachery. | | 
n Iu a ſimilar ſtate, ancient Rome or Sparta would have fallen into 
3 re hands of powerful and perfidious barbarians. And, in a ſimilar 


ſtate, the rulers of ancient Rome and Sparta, could not have diſ- 
played more wiſdom or policy, than Pius the Sixth has done. 
When his life is written by an impartial hand; when his cotem- 
poraries are dead; when hiſtory lays open the hidden and myſterious 
ſprings of the events, connected with his reign, and poſterity eres 
a tribunal, at which it is to judge, without dread of giving offence; 
then his virtues and wiſdom will appear in their true light, as the 
ſymmetry and proportion of thoſe beautiful ſtatues which are placed 
fn the porticos, or entrance of temples and public edifices, are bet- 
ter diſcovered, and ſeen to a greater advantage at a certain diſtance: 
Had Pius the Sixth been one of the ancient Caliphs of Egypt, 
or ſome diftingurſhed Pagan, infidel writers, whoſe favourite heroes 
are the Julians, and other perſecutors of the Chriſtians, would have 
blazoned forth his virtues, and the glory of his undertakings.” But - 
Pius the Sixth was a Chriſtian Biſhop and Prince. This double 
title has drawn on him the unmerited cenſure of the writer*df his 
Memoirs, whoſe poiſon carries with it its own antidote, when he 
glories in the triumph of philoſophy, over, 4ohat he calls, ſacred preju- 
dices, and the ſcaffolding of ſuperſtition l' echafaudage de la ſuper- 
ſtition—that is to fay, the triumph of impiety over religion. 
Wbat lenity could the wearer of a mitre and a crown expect from 
the pupils of a philoſophy which preſcribes no other worſhip to its 
votaries than to ſwear, from their tender years, eternal deftruQtion 
to the ſceptres of kings, and annihilation to the temples of religion, 
with a more relentleſs rancour than fired the breaſt of the Carthagi- 
nian, who brought his child to the altar of his gods, on which he 
fwore eternal enmity to the Romans. 
A philoſophy, which, under pretence of enlightening the world, 
has attempted to replunge it into the dark and perplexed chaos of 
idolatry and abominations, from which the eternal wiſdom; who 
has brought life and immortality to light, has diſentangled it. A phi- 
loſophy which, transferred to a living idol, dreſſed in the allure- 
ments of ſeduction, and deified as the gooddeſs of liberty, that out- 
ward worſhip, the bows and reverences, which the Chriſtians were 
taught to render to him, at whoſe name, ſays St. Paul, every Inte 
Foould bow. Philippians ch. it. A phitoſophy which, after making 
the apotheoſis of this new divinity, refined in her honour upon the 
human ſacrifices of the ancient Canaanites and Mexieans, For the 
former only offered their children to Moloch, the latter offered but 
the prifoners taken in war to their grim idol. It was reſerved for 
France, after aboliſhing the Chriſtian religion, which, in the face 
of an enemy, diſcovers a brother, to crown the impiety of the human 
race, by producing a monſter, who, with equal pride and impunity, 
in the midſt of a numerous aſſembly, and rhe glimmer of tapers, 
which ſerved as funeral torches, offered up his father's bleeding 
head, at the ſhrine of Republican Liberty, in a church where they 
had overthrown the altars of Chriſ e. 
| The monſter's name is Philippe. See an account of the horrors attends 


ing the French Revolution, in a bock entitled, Tie Bloody Buoy, collect 
from French writers, Sion | PRs i e Hoops COR. 
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A philoſophy, which, aftet ſhaking the foundations of ſociety: 
by irreligion, has i er a brutal confuſion amongſt men, by 
annihilating the ſacred ties of marriage, peopling the earth with 
men uncertain of their origin, without a knowledge of their fa- 


We >: 


N inceſtuous, or parricides, or both, * 


and on the frontiſpieces of the dormitories of the dead, that death. 

it an eternal ſleep, removes every check to the paſſions, by doing 

way the dread of any reſponſibility, for our actions in a future 

| Rate, confiders the moſt enormous crimes, and pureſt , virtues, as 

Ry unmeaning ſounds, which, like ſo many fainting echoes, die away, 


thus lulls aſleep with the hope of i impunity, the rich, the mur- 
derer, amidſt the cries of an Abel's blood. 

It was this philofophy, whofe inſatiable thirſt of blood could not 
- be ſatisfied with hetacombs of human victims, amongſt whom kings, 
queens, princeſſes, the ornaments and edification of courts, aged 
and venerable prelates, prieſt and levites, were offered on its pol 
luted altars, until it chained, to its triumphal car, and ſprinkled 


Prieſt and Prince, before. whoſe 5 5 countenance, and ſilver 
locks, a victorious Alexander woul 
conquerpt did when he met Jaddus the High Prieft, dreſſed in his 
-  poritifical robe, with the propheſies in his hands, at the gates of 
| 5 ruſalem; or a ferocious Attilla, 'as that fierce barbarian was ſof- 
tebed by Saint Leo, when he met him at the gates of Rome. 


ecutioners.;_ but him they led to the ſacrifice far from Saint Peter's 
- hrine,. where he requeſted to be permitted to die, and where he 


n 
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| . Wied for the erown of martyrdom. Baculum ſenectutis. The 


| "Ralf, of old age is mentioned with veneration and propping the 


d rxooping body of a hoary ſage, ever was conſidered, by ſavage as 
well as civilized nations, as the ſceptre of reverence. It commands 
reſpect, under the hands of the grey-haired Indian, addreſling his 


Savage warriors. Solon's inſtitutions commanded, that the audience 
Mould riſe when an old man appeared at the theatre. And Moſes, 


q wore enlightened than Solon, enjoins 0 riſe up before the baory head, 


and honour the face of t the fd many 4 n ae . Leviticus, 
I | chap, Ke v. 32. 

Without any regard to that mopritty which at itſelf ſug- 
= gelle to the uncultivated ſavage, his enemies deprived Pius the 


Sixth, bending ander a weight of years, of the ſupport of his tre- 


mulous ſteps, in ſending his cane as a trophy to the French Direc- 


tory, in whoſe hall it is expoſed, as the poles on which the ſacred 


ark was carried in proceſſion, was expoſed in the temple of Dagon, 
in the unhallowed land of the Philiſtines. Thus they moſt faith- 
ll bpyied after the ipked, mentioned _ Solomon 3 in the book 
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* Confidering marriage as too great a e on the arcs they have 


quite done 1 it away by their laws, and permit man and woman to ſeparate, 


15 even at the bare diſcretion of one of the parties; ; which induced one of their 


orators to call France an” ele fe ve er be buman Has. 3 


thers, all in a ſtate of becoming, in a few Jein., a race of meu 


A philoſophy which, by prochiming i in. monumental inferiptions, h 


and are confounded for evermore in the horrors of the grave, and 


For the ſacnfice, the moſt dignified of all human victims, a High 


have fallen proſtrate, as that 


. The other victims were Daughtered near. their habitations, or at a 
B © Imai diftance on the high-roads, where they were met by their ex- 
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of Wiſdom, let us oppreſs the pgor righteous: man, lot us not ſpare the 
widow, nor reverence the grey hairs of the aged. Wiſdom, ch. ii. 
The ſhort ſpan of time that intervened between his captivity and 
death, was not a favour but a puniſhment. It cannot be ſaid that 
they granted him his life, but that they protracted his agony. It. 
was the lenity of a Domitian, who would not permit the execu- 
tioner to diſpatch the tortured man on a ſudden, but to make him 
die gradually, that he might feel he. was dying. Ita percute, ut ſe 
ſentiat monte... . 3 1 
When he was forced from his altars to die in a foreign land, the 


guardian angels of the temple quitted the holy places, on. ſeeing 


the ſpotleſs Pontiff take his laſt farewell of the Sanctuary, of which, 
he had been the higheſt ornament. And if a poetical ſtyle were al- 
lowed in ſacred oratory, it might be ſaid, that the Roman Mules, 
mingled their mournful elegies for the loſs of their patron, with the 
plaintive accents of widows and orphans, deploring the departure 
=o their father zugt ion peo nes oh nk 164 EG 
A burthen that is divided becomes lighter. In affliction we feel 
ſome comfort iu pouring our jc into the bofom of a friend, 
and the tears we ſhed with others who ſympathize with our ſoarows, 
are leſs bitter than thoſe we ſhed alone. Pius the Sixth was de- 
prived of this laſt comfort. nb a at ron ob 


Arrived on the borders of the 8 deſcribed by Job, à land of . 5 


darkneſs as darkneſs uſelf,. and of the ſhadow of death, wwithout any 
erder, and where the light is as darkneſs, Job chap. x. where it was 
ublicly declared, that there ſhould be no goſpel! but: liberiy, mo law 
ut equality, where ſtrength is juſtice, religion a crime, and every 
civil inſtitution confirmed with perjury, ſworn to be inviolably main- 


land covered with ſcaffolds, and drenched in the blood of the inne- 
cent, his three companions who had attended him from ,Rome, were 
forced to quit him, by order of the Directory. Angels and Mi- 
niſters of Grace protect the Lord's anointed, as you protected his 
Prophet in the lion's den! In other countries, where he had ap- 
peared a few years before, bis preſence in every place, reſembled the 
triumphal entrance of a Ring. But here the crowd that ſurrounded 
him, was no more than the funeral pomp of a victim prepared for 
the ſacrifice, not decked with garlands, but covered with the fable 
weeds of mourning and afflition, 1 8 
ed with him down into the pit, and left him not in bonds. Deſcendit 
cum illo in foveam et in vinculis non dereliquit eum. Wiſdom, 4 
chap. x. v. 13. This heroic virtue, which religion alone can beſtow, 
and which it is the privilege of the Chriſtian to praiſe ! The poi- 
ſon is the laſt reſource of an Hannibal; the dagger of a Cato; the 
bath and inciſion of the veins, that of a Petronius or Senecca z but 
the Chriſtian martyr, ſtretched on' the blazing pile, chaunts the 
praiſes of his Creator, and forgets his torments at the fight of the 


p 


crown, the reward of a momentary trial. 


This heroic virtue, which made the chains of a St. Paul more 
precious than the ſceptre of an Agrippa, rendered Pius the Sixth 
more glorious. in the dungeon of a martyr, than when. enthroned 


The ſame virtue that aſcended with him on the throne, deſcend-__ 


under the dome of a palace. This heroic virtue which rendered 


him victorious over all the viciſſitudes of fortune, enabled him to 


and may our laft end be like theirs. Num. c. xxl. Woe to the man 


meet death, not with the impatience of a ſufferer, but with the Joy 


and reſignation of an Apoſtle, 10 whom to live is Chrift, and to die is 
gain; Philip chap. i. v. 23.—#nowing that if his eorthly houſe of this 
tabernacle were difſolved, he has a building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Cor. chap. «x. 
The member died as the head, the maſter as the ſervant, and the 
vice-gerent as the eternal king, who had delegated the power. He 
died as Chriſt died on the croſs, and St. Stephen on his knees, he 
died praying for peace t9 the world, and forgiveneſs to his enemies ! The 
tear ſtarts in the tender eye of pity at the recital of the unmerited 


ſufferings of fallen grandeur, and the wanton perſecutions, raiſed 


inſt unoffending innocence. Fet weed not for him, he died a death 
evhich kings themſelves might envy. \- He died the death of the-righteous, 


however exalted in this life, who dies the death of the finner; for 
N is written, ſharp judgment ſhall be to them that be in high places, and 
mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented. Wiſdom, chap. vi. © 

What his perſecutors, who buried with pomp the remalns of the 


enemies of the Chriſtian-religion, in the temples from whence they 


removed the ſhrines of its martyrs, have done with his body.— 


WMhether they have incloſed it in a coffin, or as has been reported, 


* - 
- 


burnt it with quick lime, is as yet uncertain, —TFhe ſcripture informs 
us, that the bodies of the Saints are buried in pease, becauſe they 
can ſuffer no longer from the cruelty of tyrants, but their name liveth 
for evermore. Ecclefiaſticus, chap. xliv. From the very obſcurity 
of the place, then, where they conceal his ſacred aſhes, his fame, 


ke the hallowed fire which the Ifraelites hid in a pit, but, after 
the captivity, blazed when expoſed to the-rays of the fun. Mac. 
e. ii. From the very obſcurity of the place where his aſhes are con- 
_ -cealed, his fame will ſhine forth with redoubled ſplendor, when the 
mmnof truth will diſpel the miſt which inevitably conceals from us as. 
Feet ſeveral particulars relative to his life and dean. 


uick-lime may have confumed his body, but it can never deſtroy 
the great charter of the pontifical dignity, and the paſtoral ſucceſ- 


Hon, recaxded in the pgoſpel—the code of life, proclaimed by the 


Ups of Chriſt, and ſealed with his blood; Eo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world, Mat. chap. xxviii 
The Roman Republicreceived the mortal wound, when Pompey's. 


head was {truck off on that ſhore now become a ſcene of contention 


between the followers of Mahomet, and the apoſtates from the re- 


ligion of Chriſt.” The tree of the French monarchy ſpreading its 


branches ſinee the reign of Pharamond, was cut down by the ſame 


axe that fell on the neck of Lewis the Sixteenth. In the ſpace of 


eighteen hundred years, all the governments oy earth have changed 
from republics to kingdoms, and from kingdoms to republics, from 
both to empires. Many a flouriſhing ſtate has been buried in the ſame 


 - ſhroud with its ſovereign. For the proſperity of earthly kingdoms 
depends on the wiſdom and valour of their rulers, The Church of 


— 


Chriſt, governed for the ſpace of eighteen centuries, by paſtors of 
different characters and diſpoſitions, numbers of whom died martyrs, 


bas remained invariably the ſame. And the veſſel, wafted by the 
breath of the Holy Ghoſt, though toſſed on the ſtormy and tem- 
- peſtuous ocean of perſecution, can never be loſt in ſpite of the ſleep! 
- neſs or treachery of ſome of its pilots, ſome of whom, though fe- 
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zudeed when compared with the reſt, have given too glaring proofs of 1 
the weakneſs of human nature. For the church of Chriſt is not found; 
ed on the wiſdom, policy, or even (however deſireable) the ſauctit , 
of her rulers, but on his infallible promiſe to be with her to the end 
of time. She may be perſecuted, but without danger of deſtruction. 
For to her alone permanericy is promiſed. This is a promiſe he has not 
made to Kingdoms or empires, which he ſets up, or pulls down, and 
whoſe, viciſſitudes and revolutions afford us an awful leſſon of the va- 
nity of human grandeur. For, when we ſee the greateſt kingdoms - 
and empires fall as it were one upon another: when we ſee kings and 
queens a few years back the idols of their ſubjects, eclipſing, by their 
glory and ſplendor, the pomp and magnificence of oriental grandeur 
—when we ſee them bleeding on ſcaffolds: when we ſee the pillars of 
the ſanctuary ſhaken, and its anointed pontiffsled captiveas criminalsz / 
when we ſee ſuch exalted characters deprived even of the funeral rites: 
which's reſpe& for our nature that is to riſe one-day immortal, ſhould 
\ I induce us to grant to the moſt forlorn object, we are convinced that 
uncertainty, inconſtancy; and agitationz are the proper portion gf 
all ſublunary affairs, and that our greateſt comfort is a deep ſenſe 
ot religion, which informs us, that God chaſteneth whom he loves 3 
* MD Heb. chap. xii.— that in this life we are expoſed to ſtorms and tem- 
» Þ peſts, but that an unruffled calm is reſerved for heaven ; that af- 
1 Rin purifies us as gold in the furnace ; that if there be temporal” 
7 I comforts, there are alſo comforts of a ſpiritual nature; 4 peace 
) Wl which the apoſtle in chains deſcribes as paſſing all aullerſtanding, 
Philip, chap. iv. v. 7.—a kingdom which is not of this world. | 
„che reward of virtue which is within the reach of all, and without 
which none is ever to receive it. Theſe important truths were = 
deeply impreſſed on the mind of the Pontiff, whoſe obſequies we, 
- ſolemnize, and in whoſe life we find a pattern of thoſe virtues which: 
ie ſanctify man in proſperity, and in adverſity ſupport him. 
5 Illuſtrious prelates of the Galliean church! Worthy ſucceſſors _ 
of the Irenæuſas and Hilaries, the glory of antient Gaul! Lou 
whoſe ſufferings and virtues have made you a ſpectacle unto the world, 
unto men, and unto angels, Cor. chip. iv. who ſeem to be diſperſed 
for the purpoſe of ſhewing the triumph of grace, and making mani- 
feſt the Favour of tbe kuowledge of Chriſt in every place. 2 Cor. chap. ii. 
With what enefgy does not he enlarge on the merit of fuffering 
hope, and conſtancy, under the ſevereſt trials, in that admirable h 
letter addreſſed to your Lordſhips for your mutual comfort, from w <5 
one of the places of his baniſhment, and on the point of being of- by e 


red and finiſhing his courſe. 2 Tim. c. iv. But though his life was Aren 
ſpotleſs, yet as the judgments of God are unſcarchable ? as there is 1 n. 
ſuch a quantity of droſs mixed with our pureſt gold, -ſach chaff 1798. 
with our pureſt grain, our pureft virtues tarniſhed with ſo many 
imperfections, that on appearing in the prefence of God, into 
whoſe kingdom the ſlighteſt ſtain is not admitted; who can ſay, 
np ſoul is pure, I have nothing to anſwer for? as in our belief, 

divine 1 may inflict temporary as well as eternal puniſhments 

beyond the grave, according to the quality of unexpiated of- 
fences, let us perform the ſacred tites of our holy religion for the 
repoſe of his ſoul : and in compliance with the injunction of the 
bleſſed Apoſtle, let us offer 15 þrayers and i ſupplications for kings, 


and ell that are under authority. 1 Tim. c. ii. May our molt fer- 
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vent prayers be heard alſo for our moſt gracious Sovereign, and hf } 


up et of his kingdom, in whoſe boſom, whilit impiety is over: 
turning the altars and temples of ſurrounding nations, we are at 


- Kberty to pray unmoleſted. A kingdom whoſe martial atchieve- | 
ments can be eclipſed but by its humanity, and whoſe power has 
no limits but the utmoſt verge of the ocean, as its fame has no 
bounds but the ſtars. Imperium oceano, famam qui terminit aſtris. 
May our gracious Sovereign's reign be long and proſperous : his 
ſenate wife i his forces valiant : his people orderly and virtuous: 


und may he enjoy every bleſſing he can deſire as a man and a ſovere- 


>, Ton. Et qudcumque tentlum ad Cafaris votum. Tertullian. It is 
the prayer the Chriſtians offered up for their Emperors who perſe. 
eeted 1 martyrs. With how much greater fervou 


Hould } 
{ſors | 


not we offer it up for a nonarch who protects the modern con 


85 It is the ſpirit of the prayer his late Holineſs offered up for his 


Majeſty in his letter to our Lordſhips. May his prayers be heard, 


- 


and ours for him.— And may all come to the knowledge of the 
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